


Maximizing investment 
opportunities

Build Relationships
Enhance Belize’s 

competitiveness
Facilitating  Inbound Site 

Visits
Investment Research 

Packages











The Sustainable Path for Investment











640,734 677,350

968,131 957,975
1,005,394 1,014,231
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Cruise Passenger Arrivals 
(Source: BTB 2017)

277,135
294,177

321,220
341,161

385,583
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556,000
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Overnight Tourist Arrivals to Belize
(Source: BTB 2017) 

+10.8%
+3.7%





Hotel Room Stock (2017)

Total Hotels: 856 
Total Room Stock: 9,115



CULTURAL 
• Enchanting Villages
• Integral development of  

Garifuna & Maya Heritages

NATURE
• Inland Adventure Eco-lodge 
• Inland Leisure Eco-lodge
• Fishing Lodge
• Diving Lodge 

SUN & BEACH 
• Beach Boutique Hotel
• Beach Resort
• Private Island Development

CRUISE
• Docking Facility Development
• Pocket and Conventional 

NAUTICAL
• Marina Mix Development
• Marine Rentals

LEISURE & ENTERTAINMENT
• Flagship Urban Hotel 
• Shopping & Entertainment
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• Strategic location: close market proximity to North American, 
Central American, South American, and the Caribbean 
markets;

• Availability of high-yield arable land: over 1,998,230 acres 
(38%) of the total land area are considered agriculturally 
suitable;

• Well-positioned for organic and eco-labeled production: 
branded with an aura of quality and distinctiveness pursued 
by consumers in the new era;

• An abundant pool of skilled and vibrant workforce;

• Not within the high hurricane landfall probability belt;

• All-year round - mild. average. water temperature of 80o F 
(27 o C);



57,629 57,629 

150,000 145,000 
165,850 158,365 

210,008

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Cocoa and Dry Beans 2010 – 2016 

Cocoa and Dry Beans (pounds)

Value Addition
Cocoa Powder
Organic Chocolate
Chocolate
Scrubs and Soaps
Cacao Liqueur 

Emerging Opportunities
Coconut
Vanilla
Spices
Pumpkin Seeds
Other Commodities











13,292 12,348 12,585
16,771 16,025

11,677

$52,739 $50,216
$57,452

$112,344 $113,259

$88,126
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Marine Exports 2010 - 2016

Quantity (Million Lbs) Value Bze $ Million

Marine Export Products include: Whole Fish, Fish Fillet, Lobster Tail, Lobster Meat, 
Shrimps, Conch, Crab, Ornamental Fish 















Solar
0.10%

Hydro
40.46%

Biomass
17.86%

Diesel
2.04%

Natural Gas
0.44%

CFE (Mexico)
36.82%

Crude Oil
2.29%

Energy Supply 2016

Residential
46%

Commercial, 
Services, 

Public
28%

Industrial
24%

Agriculture, 
Fishing and 

Mining
2%

Electricity Demand by Sector 2016





* Settled
** Under Negotiations







2,900+
Workforce in the BPO 

Sector (2016)

80% 
Sector Growth

Active Contact 

Centers

North America

Europe

Asia

Australia

Export Markets

11% 
Industry Export Growth

18% 
Employment Annual

Average Growth 

2012 – 2016 
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Fiscal Incentives Act

Export Processing Zone Act

Commercial Free Zone Act

International Business Companies Act

Trusts Act

Qualified Retired Persons Act



The Company must be registered 
in Belize. 

Business Activities must provide 
benefits to the economy of 
Belize. 



SME Program: The business can be
a natural/legal person or an
unincorporated entity. The business
must have at least 51% Belizean
ownership; employs not more that
15 persons; have an annual
turnover not exceeding BZ$500,000

Regular Program: Must be an 
incorporated entity under the 
Laws of Belize.



Government 
Endorsed Economic 

Activities

Aquaculture, Fisheries

Tourism Related 
Activities 

Health Care

Auto Rental

Agriculture, Agro-
processing Forestry

Arts, Crafts, 
Culture

Manufacturing

Handicraft, 
Woodcarving, 

Jewelry Production

Computer, 
Information 
Technology



Building 
Materials 

and 
Supplies 

Office 
Equipment 

& 
Appliances

Fixtures 
and 

Fittings 

Specialized 
Tools 

Utility 
and 

Transport  
Vehicles

Plant, 
Machinery 

& 
Equipment

Marine 
Crafts 

Raw 
Material & 
Packaging 
Material

Aircrafts 
& Spare 
Engines

Agricultural 
Machinery 
& Supplies 







Any private party or group of parties
may establish an EPZ business on
property that it owns or leases within
the zone, provided it has applied for
and obtained a Certificate of
Compliance.

The EPZ holder is treated as being
outside the Customs territory of the
host state, where export – oriented
activities are under taken.

Qualification Criteria 



Export Processing Zone Developer- a
company established to administer an
Export Processing Zone. Developers
provide factory space,
communications, water/sewage
networks, power, and any other
facilities to companies in the zone.

Export Processing Zone Business – a
private party that has been granted a
Certificate of Compliance and conducts
a trade or business including but not
limited to manufacturing, commercial,
office, warehousing, professional or
other export related activities.

Special Export Processing Zones-
companies on which EPZ status is
conferred wherever they locate to
accommodate resource-base activities.
This is a highly flexible toll enabling
companies to operate from convenient
locations while enjoying EPZ benefits.



Processing Manufacturing

Data 
Processing AssemblyEPZ

Other Services 
(not including 

Tourism) Solely 
for the Export 

Market 

Export Duty & Import Duty 

Property & Land Tax on designated area

Excise & Consumption Taxes

General Sales Tax on imports

Dividend Tax

Duty and Tax Exemption on Fuel (Energy)

Opening of Foreign Bank Accounts







85%




